[The importance of guidelines in the area of malpractice procedure].
Generally available national guidelines are the only way to guarantee that the clinically active doctor will consider the same rules as the doctor as an expert within a malpractice procedure. Especially the following question has to be ruled out by national guidelines: From what time on is an innovation to be considered as "normal"--as "standard"? The same is true for continued expert discussions and for the "medical-economic balance". Without national guidelines recognized as well-known rules, the doctor accused in a malpractice procedure will find himself in an unacceptable position of legal uncertainity.